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So. Nevadans tired of carrying the load in So. Utah

here is a groundswell ~ Southern Utah. As property
of Southern Neva- values decline and taxes
increase, it appears that

dans who are irri-

tated over property taxes the people of the Silver
they are being charged on State are being taken to the
land and second homes in cleaners.
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You see, we have discov-
ered that full-time residents
are granted a 45 percent
primary residential exemp-
tion in Utah while the
rest of us pay the full rate
— and more.

The entire scenario
hardly sounds fair and
in fact, seems downright
unconstitutional especially
considering the dedication
of Southern Nevadans who
have brought boatloads of
money into Utah buying
property. Silver State types
have felt for years that
they’re getting gouged by
property taxes.

Some protested their
high tax assessments and
many won. However, key is
the fact that most South-
ern Nevadans don’t have
time to wage a battle. With
meetings usually conducted
during the middle of the
week, few have been able to
find time.

One man who did fight
won twice. Interestingly,
his neighbor with the same
size lot and similar size
cabin is paying much more
primarily because he could
not find time to dispute the
taxes.

The squeaky wheel gen-
erally gets the grease in
Southern Utah. I discov-
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ered that when I disputed a
$2,000 fee charged to hook
up my power. After taking
the dispute to the Utah
Public Service Commission,
I won unanimously and
the judge ordered Garkane
Energy to send back my
two grand.

It was a victory, for sure,
but it was a hassle getting
to the finish line. Most
thought I would lose and
I found great self satisfac-
tion in knowing that there
indeed was justice in the
system.

But I'm really starting to
get discouraged now espe-
cially since I discovered
the most recent tax setup.
In fact, I’'m thinking about
having a sign mounted on
the southern tip of Utah

saying “Attention Nevadans:

You just got stung by the
Beehive State”

Even though Southern
Nevadans probably com-
prise a great percentage of
the land owners in South-
ern Utah, they undoubtedly

use the services the least
while paying the most. The
entire setup hardly seems
equitable especially consid-
ering that Southern Neva-
dans undoubtedly comprise
a great percentage of land
and cabin owners in South-
ern Utah.

Southern Utah has
become the great getaway
for many of us although
many are undoubtedly
starting to wonder if the
investment was worth the
heartache. In fact, several of
the Southern Nevada-types
are actually talking about a
class action lawsuit against
the state of Utah.

When you consider
that at least 90 percent of
the land owners on Cedar
Mountain are from Las
Vegas, it probably wouldn’t
take long to fund an attor-
ney especially consider-
ing many of the folks from
Vegas have been known to
have a buck or two.

In reaching out to people
who know more than I do
about offsetting the high
taxes, we have come up
with solutions to the defi-
cit ranging from turning
our place into everything
from a bed and breakfast
to a bordello. Our informal
focus groups have been

interesting, to say the least.

Former Las Vegas resi-
dent George Vasconi who
now lives in Parowan
advises that we could all file
for permanent residency
before the next elections
and vote everyone out of
office. Call it a true example
of a hostile takeover.

Vasconi pointed said he
discovered his taxes would
be double if he was a part-
time resident. He immedi-
ately switched to full-time
residency saving thousands
of dollars.

We have all learned that
Sept. 15 is the deadline for
filing valuation appeals to
the Board of Equalization.
You can bet there will be a
flood of protests filed this
year and in fact, 'm hearing
that Southern Nevadans are
planning their own Tea Party
gathering much like the one
which invaded Searchlight,
Nev. several weeks ago.

Stay tuned. This is going
to get very interesting.

Mike Henle is a Las
Vegas-based freelance writer
and the author of “Through
the Darkness: One Man’s
Fight to Overcome Epilepsy.”
He can be contacted via
e-mail at mhenle@aol.com
or through his website www.
mikehenle.com.
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Stuffy nose? Or is it something more serious?

A chronic stuffy nose may not sound like much of a problem, but for those
who suffer with it, life can be miserable. Fortunately, this problem can be
treated and corrected. Let Dr. Doxey diagnose the cause and recommend
the treatment that best meets your individual needs. Dr. Doxey is a Board-
certified Ear, Nose and Throat — Head and Neck Surgery specialist with an
interest in helping people with nasal obstruction and breathing problems.

You don 't have to live with a stuffy nose. Do something about it today!
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